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A Theatre for Dreamers

Polly Samson

GENERAL FICTION

1960. The world is dancing on the edge of revolution, and
nowhere more so than on the Greek island of Hydra, where a
circle of poets, painters and musicians live tangled lives, ruled by
the writers Charmian Clift and George Johnston, troubled king
and queen of bohemia. Forming within this circle is a triangle: its
points the magnetic, destructive writer Axel Jensen, his dazzling
wife Marianne Ihlen, and a young Canadian poet named Leonard
Cohen. Into their midst arrives teenage Erica, with little more than
a bundle of blank notebooks and her grief for her mother. Settling
on the periphery of this circle, she watches, entranced and
disquieted, as a paradise unravels. Burning with the heat and light
of Greece, A Theatre for Dreamers is a spellbinding novel about
utopian dreams and innocence lost – and the wars waged
between men and women on the battlegrounds of genius.

A Room Made of Leaves

Kate Grenville

HISTORICAL FICTION

What if Elizabeth Macarthur - wife of the notorious John Macarthur,
wool baron in early Sydney - had written a shockingly frank secret
memoir? In her introduction Kate Grenville tells, tongue firmly in
cheek, of discovering a long-hidden box containing that memoir.
What follows is a playful dance of possibilities between the real and
the invented. Grenville's Elizabeth Macarthur is a passionate
woman managing her complicated life - marriage to a ruthless
bully, the impulses of her own heart, the search for power in a
society that gave her none - with spirit, cunning and sly wit. Her
"memoir" reveals the dark underbelly of the polite world of Jane
Austen. It explodes the stereotype of the women of the past -
devoted and docile, accepting of their narrow choices. At the heart
of this book is one of the most toxic issues of our times - the
seductive appeal of false stories. Beneath the surface of Elizabeth
Macarthur's life and the violent colonial world she navigated are
secrets and lies with the dangerous power to shape reality.
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The Dictionary of Lost Words

Pip Williams

HISTORICAL FICTION

In 1901, the word bondmaid was discovered missing from the
Oxford English Dictionary. This is the story of the girl who stole it.
Motherless and irrepressibly curious, Esme spends her childhood
in the Scriptorium, a garden shed in Oxford where her father and a
team of lexicographers are gathering words for the very first Oxford
English Dictionary. Esme’s place is beneath the sorting table,
unseen and unheard. One day, she sees a slip containing the word
bondmaid flutter to the floor unclaimed. Esme begins to collect
other words from the Scriptorium that are misplaced, discarded or
have been neglected by the dictionary men. Over time, Esme
realises that some words are considered more important than
others – that words and meanings relating to women’s experiences
often go unrecorded. She begins to collect words for another
dictionary: The Dictionary of Lost Words. Set when the women’s
suffrage movement was at its height and the Great War loomed,
The Dictionary of Lost Words reveals a lost narrative, hidden
between the lines of a history written by men.

Far from the Madding Crowd

Thomas Hardy

CLASSIC

'I cannot allow any man to - to criticise my private conduct!'
she exclaimed. 'Nor will I for a minute'.
Bathsheba Everdene, independent and uncompromising,
comes to a small rural community to take up a position as a
farmer, where her confident presence draws three very
different suitors: the gentleman-farmer Boldwood, the
seducer Sergeant Troy and devoted shepherd Gabriel Oak.
As each man complicates her life, Bathsheba becomes an
object of superstition, judgement and betrayal.

Thomas Hardy's 1874 novel of swift passion and slow
courtship was radical for its honest portrayal of sexual
relationships, and for showing the precarious position of a
woman in a man's world.
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the Godmothers

Monica McInerney

CONTEMPORARY FICTION

Eliza Miller grew up in Australia as the only daughter of a troubled
young mother, but with the constant support of her two watchful
godmothers, Olivia and Maxie. Despite her tricky childhood, she
always felt loved and secure. Until, just before her eighteenth birthday,
a tragic event changed her life.
Thirteen years on, Eliza is deliberately living as safely as possible,
avoiding close relationships and devoting herself to her job. Out of the
blue, an enticing invitation from her godmothers, now both based in
the UK, prompts a leap into the unknown.
Within a fortnight, Eliza has swapped her predictable routine in
Melbourne, for life in the middle of a complicated family in Edinburgh.
There's no rush thing as an ordinary day any more. Yet, amidst the
chaos, Eliza begins to blossom. She finds herself not only hopeful
about the future, but ready to explore her past. Her godmothers have
long been waiting for her to ask about her mother's mysterious life –
and about the identity of the father she has never known. But even
they are taken by surprise with all that Eliza discovers.

the Good Teacher

Petronella McGovern

THRILLER FICTION

A good teacher can change lives…
Every evening, Allison watches her husband's new house, desperate to
find some answers. 
Every morning, she puts on a brave face to teach kindergarten. She's a
good teacher, everyone says so - this stalking is just a tiny crack in her
usual self-control. A late enrolment into her class brings little Gracie.
Allison takes the sick girl under her wing, smothering Gracie with the
love she can't give her own son. When Gracie has a chance to go to
America for treatment, Allison whips up the community into a frenzied
fundraising drive.
But as others start to question her judgement and the police arrive at
her door, Allison wonders if she can trust herself. Has she crossed a
line? How far will the good teacher go to change a life? And whose life
will that be?
An intriguing tale of our times about kindness and betrayal, and the
danger of good deeds.



Hamnet

Maggie O'Farrell

HISTORICAL FICTION

On a summer's day in 1596, a young girl in Stratford-upon-Avon takes
to her bed with a fever. Her twin brother, Hamnet, searches
everywhere for help. Why is nobody at home?

Their mother, Agnes, is over a mile away, in the garden where she
grows medicinal herbs. Their father is working in London. Neither
parent knows that one of the children will not survive the week.

Hamnet is a novel inspired by the son of a famous playwright. It is a
story of the bond between twins, and of a marriage pushed to the brink
by grief. It is also the story of a kestrel and its mistress; flea that boards
a ship in Alexandria; and a glovemaker's son who flouts convention in
pursuit of the woman he loves. Above all, it is a tender and
unforgettable reimagining of a boy whose life has been all but
forgotten, but whose name was given to one of the most celebrated
plays ever written.

the Happiest Man on Earth

Eddie Jaku

BIOGRAPHY

Life can be beautiful if you make it beautiful. It is up to you.

Eddie Jaku always considered himself a German first, a Jew second.
He was proud of his country. But all of that changed in November
1938, when he was beaten, arrested and taken to a concentration
camp.
Over the next seven years, Eddie faced unimaginable horrors every
day, first in Buchenwald, then in Auschwitz, then on a Nazi death
march. He lost family, friends, his country.
Because he survived, Eddie made the vow to smile every day. He pays
tribute to those who were lost by telling his story, sharing his wisdom
and living his best possible life. He now believes he is the 'happiest
man on earth'.
Published as Eddie turns 100, this is a powerful, heartbreaking and
ultimately hopeful memoir of how happiness can be found even in the
darkest of times.
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the Hermit

S. R.  White

MYSTERY FICTION

After a puzzling death in the wild bushlands of Australia,
detective Dana Russo has just hours to interrogate the
prime suspect - a silent, inscrutable man found at the
scene of the crime, who disappeared without trace 15
years earlier.

But where has he been? Why won't he talk? And exactly
how dangerous is he? Without conclusive evidence to
prove his guilt, Dana faces a desperate race against time
to persuade him to speak. But as each interview spirals
with fevered intensity, Dana must reckon with her own
traumatic past to reveal the shocking truth . . .

Honeybee

Craig Silvey

LITERARY FICTION

Late in the night, fourteen-year-old Sam Watson steps onto a quiet
overpass, climbs over the rail and looks down at the road far below. At the
other end of the same bridge, an old man, Vic, smokes his last cigarette.
The two see each other across the void. A fateful connection is made, and
an unlikely friendship blooms. Slowly, we learn what led Sam and Vic to
the bridge that night. Bonded by their suffering, each privately commits to
the impossible task of saving the other.
Honeybee is a heartbreaking, life-affirming novel that throws us headlong
into a world of petty thefts, extortion plots, botched bank robberies, daring
dog rescues and one spectacular drag show. 
At the heart of Honeybee is Sam: a solitary, resilient young person battling
to navigate the world as their true self; ensnared by loyalty to a troubled
mother, scarred by the volatility of a domineering stepfather, and
confounded by the kindness of new alliances. Honeybee is a tender,
profoundly moving novel, brimming with vivid characters and luminous
words. It's about two lives forever changed by a chance encounter -- one
offering hope, the other redemption. It's about when to persevere, and
when to be merciful, as Sam learns when to let go, and when to hold on.



Little Fires Everywhere

Celeste Ng

LITERARY FICTION

Everyone in Shaker Heights was talking about it that summer: how
Isabelle, the last of the Richardson children, had finally gone around the
bend and burned the house down. In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive
suburb of Cleveland, everything is meticulously planned - from the layout
of the winding roads to the colours of the houses to the successful lives its
residents will go on to lead. And no one embodies this spirit more than
Elena Richardson, whose guiding principal is playing by the rules.
Enter Mia Warren - an enigmatic artist and single mother - who arrives in
this idyllic bubble with her teenage daughter, Pearl, and rents a house from
the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more than just tenants: all
four Richardson children are drawn to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia
carries with her a mysterious past and a disregard for the rules that
threatens to upend this carefully ordered community.
When old family friends attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a
custody battle erupts that dramatically divides the town - and puts Mia and
Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Elena is
determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her obsession will
come at an unexpected and devastating cost.

Lucky's

Andrew Pippos

FAMILY SAGA

Lucky's is a story of family.
A story about migration.
It is also about a man called Lucky.
His restaurant chain.
A fire that changed everything.
A New Yorker article which might save a career.
The mystery of a missing father.
An impostor who got the girl.
An unthinkable tragedy.
A roll of the dice.
And a story of love - lost, sought and won again (at last).
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Moonlite

Garry Linnell

AUSTRALIAN NON FICTION

Charismatic, intelligent and handsome, George Scott is unlike any other bushranger.
Born into a privileged life in famine-wracked Ireland, Scott’s family loses its fortune and
is forced to flee to New Zealand. There, Scott joins the local militia and fights as a
soldier against the Maori in the brutal New Zealand wars. After recovering from a series
of serious gunshot wounds, he sails to Australia and becomes a Lay Preacher,
captivating churchgoers with his fiery and inspiring sermons. But Scott is also prone to
bursts of madness. The local villagers back in Ireland often whispered that a 'wild drop'
ran in the blood of the Scott family. One night he dons a mask in a small country town,
arms himself with a gun and, dubbing himself Captain Moonlite, brazenly robs a bank
before staging one of the country’s most audacious jailbreaks. After falling in love with
fellow prisoner James Nesbitt, a boyish petty criminal desperately searching for a father
figure, Scott finds himself unable to shrug off his criminal past. Pursued and harassed by
the police, he stages a dramatic siege and prepares for a final showdown with the law –
and a macabre executioner without a nose. Meticulously researched and drawing on
previously unpublished material, Moonlite is a brilliant work of non-fiction that reads like
a novel. Told at a cracking pace, and based on many of the extensive letters Scott wrote
from his death cell, Moonlite is set amid the violent and sexually-repressed era of
Australia in the second half of the 19th century. With a cast of remarkable characters, it
weaves together the extraordinary lives of our bushrangers and the desperation of a
young nation eager to remove the stains of its convict past.

Rebecca

Daphne Du Maurier

CLASSIC FICTION

Last night I dreamt I went to Manderley again . . .
Working as a lady's companion, the heroine of Rebecca
learns her place. Life begins to look very bleak until, on a trip
to the South of France, she meets Maxim de Winter, a
handsome widower whose sudden proposal of marriage
takes her by surprise. She accepts, but whisked from
glamorous Monte Carlo to the ominous and brooding
Manderley, the new Mrs de Winter finds Max a changed man.
And the memory of his dead wife Rebecca is forever kept
alive by the forbidding Mrs Danvers . . .
Not since Jane Eyre has a heroine faced such difficulty with
the Other Woman. An international bestseller that has never
gone out of print, Rebecca is the haunting story of a young
girl consumed by love and the struggle to find her identity.
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Shuggie Bain

Douglas Stuart

GENERAL FICTION

Shuggie’s mother Agnes walks a wayward path: she is Shuggie’s guiding
light but a burden for him and his siblings. She dreams of a house with its
own front door while she flicks through the pages of the Freemans
catalogue, ordering a little happiness on credit, anything to brighten up her
grey life. Married to a philandering taxi-driver husband, Agnes keeps her
pride by looking good - her beehive, make-up, and pearly-white false teeth
offer a glamorous image of a Glaswegian Elizabeth Taylor. But under the
surface, Agnes finds increasing solace in drink, and she drains away the
lion’s share of each week’s benefits - all the family has to live on- on cans
of extra-strong lager hidden in handbags and poured into tea mugs.
Agnes’s older children find their own ways to get a safe distance from
their mother, abandoning Shuggie to care for her as she swings between
alcoholic binges and sobriety. Shuggie is meanwhile struggling to
somehow become the normal boy he desperately longs to be, but
everyone has realized that he is “no right,” a boy with a secret that all but
him can see. Agnes is supportive of her son, but her addiction has the
power to eclipse everyone close to her - even her beloved Shuggie.

The Summer We Ran Away

Jenny Oliver

ROMANCE FICTION

It was meant to be the party of the summer…
In Cedar Road, everyone is preparing for Lexi’s ‘White Hot’
summer party. For one night, parking squabbles and petitions are
put aside as neighbours sip Prosecco under the fairy lights and
gather by the hot tub to marvel at Lexi’s effortlessly glamorous life
with Hot Hamish.
For Julia, it’s a chance to coax husband Charlie out of his potting
shed and into a shirt so they can have a welcome break from the
hellish house renovation they’ve been wrestling with. And it’s a
chance for Julia to pretend – just for a night – that her life is as
perfect as Lexi’s.
But when, during the party, one of Julia’s WhatsApp messages falls
into the wrong hands and reveals her most intimate thoughts,
things reach boiling point…    
And when all the neighbours know exactly what you’re thinking,
there’s only one thing to do. Run away.
It’s going to be a summer Julia will never forget…
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Where Did You Go Bernadette

Maria Semple

LITERARY FICTION

Bernadette Fox is notorious. To Elgie Branch, a
Microsoft wunderkind, she's his hilarious, volatile,
talented, troubled wife. To fellow mothers at the school
gate, she's a menace. To design experts, she's a
revolutionary architect. And to 15-year-old Bee, she is
a best friend and, quite simply, mum. Then Bernadette
disappears. And Bee must take a trip to the end of the
earth to find her.
Where'd You Go, Bernadette is a compulsively
readable, irresistibly written, deeply touching novel
about misplaced genius and a mother and daughter's
place in the world.

Where the Crawdads Sing

Delia Owens

GENERAL FICTION

For years, rumors of the 'Marsh Girl' have haunted
Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast.
So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is
found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark,
the so-called Marsh Girl. 
But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent,
she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she
calls home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the
sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to be
touched and loved. 
When two young men from town become intrigued by her
wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life - until the
unthinkable happens.



the Yield

Tara June Winch

AUSTRALIAN FICTION

Knowing that he will soon die, Albert “Poppy” Gondiwindi has one final task
he must fulfill. A member of the indigenous Wiradjuri tribe, he has spent his
adult life in Prosperous House and the town of Massacre Plains, a small
enclave on the banks of the Murrumby River. Before he takes his last
breath, Poppy is determined to pass on the language of his people, the
traditions of his ancestors, and everything that was ever remembered by
those who came before him. The land itself aids him; he finds the words on
the wind.
After his passing, Poppy’s granddaughter, August, returns home from
Europe, where she has lived the past ten years, to attend his burial. Her
overwhelming grief is compounded by the pain, anger, and sadness of
memory - of growing up in poverty before her mother’s incarceration, of the
racism she and her people endured, of the mysterious disappearance of her
sister when they were children; an event that has haunted her and changed
her life. Her homecoming is bittersweet as she confronts the love of her kin
and news that Prosperous is to be repossessed by a mining company.
Determined to make amends and honor Poppy and her family, she vows to
save their land - a quest guided by the voice of her grandfather that leads
into the past, the stories of her people, the secrets of the river.
 

the Wife and the Widow 

Christian White

MYSTERY FICTION

Winner of the Ned Kelly Award for Best Crime Fiction
2020.

Set against the backdrop of an eerie island town in the dead
of winter, The Wife and the Widow is a mystery/thriller told
from two perspectives: Kate, a widow whose grief is
compounded by what she learns about her dead husband’s
secret life; and Abby, an island local whose world is turned
upside down when she’s forced to confront the evidence that
her husband is a murderer. But nothing on this island is quite
as it seems, and only when these women come together can
they discover the whole story about the men in their lives.
Brilliant and beguiling, The Wife and the Widow takes you to
a cliff edge and asks the question: how well do we really
know the people we love?
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A Long Way from Home                Peter Carey

AUSTRALIAN FICTION

Irene Bobs loves fast driving. Her husband is the best car salesman
in western Victoria. Together they enter the Redex Trial, a brutal race
around the ancient continent over roads no car will ever quite survive.
With them is their lanky fair-haired navigator, Willie Bachhuber, a quiz
show champion and failed schoolteacher whose job it is to call out
the turns, the grids, the creek crossings on a map that will finally
remove them, without warning, from the lily-white Australia they know
so well. Set in the 1950s amid the consequences of the age of
empires, this funny, brilliantly vivid and lively novel reminds us how
Europeans took possession of a timeless culture – the high purpose
they invented and the crimes they committed along the way.

A Spark of Light                       Jodi Picoult

SUSPENSE / THRILLER FICTION

How do we balance the rights of pregnant women with the rights
of the unborn they carry? What does it mean to be a good
parent? A Spark of Light will inspire debate, conversation and,
hopefully, understanding.

After the Flood             Kassandra Montag

DYSTOPIAN FICTION

A little more than a century from now, our world has been utterly
transformed. After years of rising floodwaters, all that's left is an
archipelago of mountaintop colonies surrounded by a deep expanse
of open water. Civilization as it once was is gone. Bands of pirates
roam the waters, in search of goods and women to breed. Some join
together to create a new kind of society, while others sail alone,
barely surviving. Dystopia is a world in which everything is imperfect and everything

goes terribly wrong. Dystopian literature shows us a nightmarish
image about what might happen to the world in the near future.

Usually the main themes of dystopian works are rebellion, oppression,
revolutions, wars, overpopulation, and disasters.



All the Light We Cannot See

Anthony Doer
HISTORICAL FICTION

A beautiful, stunningly ambitious novel about a blind French girl and a
German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to
survive the devastation of World War II. The stories of Marie-Laure
and Werner illuminate the ways, against all odds, people try to be
good to one another.

Any Ordinary Day                     Leigh Sales

TRUE STORIES

As a journalist, Leigh Sales often encounters people experiencing the
worst moments of their lives in the full glare of the media. But one
particular string of bad news stories - and a terrifying brush with her
own mortality - sent her looking for answers about how vulnerable
each of us is to a life-changing event. What are our chances of
actually experiencing one? What do we fear most and why? And
when the worst does happen, what comes next?

Bandaid for a Broken Leg        Damien Brown

MEMOIR

Damien Brown thinks he's ready when he arrives for his first posting
with Medecins Sans Frontieres in Africa. But the town he's sent to is
an isolated outpost of mud huts, surrounded by landmines, and the
hospital workers speak no English. This is a deeply honest and often
humorous account of life on the medical frontline in Angola,
Mozambique and South Sudan.



The Book that Matters Most           Ann Hood

CONTEMPORARY FICTION

An empty-nester, at loose ends after her husband of twenty-five years
leaves her for another woman, joins a local book club, looking for “the
comfort of people who wanted nothing more than to sit together and
talk about books.” The group’s theme-of-the-year requires each of its
ten members to pick the book that matters most to them.

Boy Swallows Universe               Trent Dalton

AUSTRALIAN FICTION

Brisbane, 1983: A lost father, a mute brother, a mum in jail, a heroin
dealer for a stepfather and a notorious crim for a babysitter. It's not as
if Eli's life isn't complicated enough already. He's just trying to follow
his heart, learning what it takes to be a good man, but life just keeps
throwing obstacles in the way. A story of brotherhood, true love and
the most unlikely of friendships, Boy Swallows Universe will be the
most heartbreaking, joyous and exhilarating novel you will read all
year.

The Break                             Marian Keyes

ROMANCE FICTION 

Amy’s husband Hugh says he isn’t leaving her. He still loves her,
he’s just taking a break – from their marriage, their children and,
most of all, from their life together. Six months to lose himself in
south-east Asia. And there is nothing Amy can say or do about it.
Yes, it’s a mid-life crisis, but let’s be clear, a break isn’t a break up –
yet...



The Bridge of Clay                   Marcus Zusak

PSYCHOLOGICAL FICTION 

The breathtaking story of five brothers who bring each other up in a
world run by their own rules. As the Dunbar boys love and fight and
learn to reckon with the adult world, they discover the moving secret
behind their father’s disappearance.  At the center of the Dunbar
family is Clay, a boy who will build a bridge for his family, for his past,
for greatness, for his sins, for a miracle.  The question is, how far is
Clay willing to go? And how much can he overcome?

The Confession                               Jo Spain

THRILLER

The moment that the murderer turns himself in to the police when
he could have easily escaped detection, The Confession 
announces itself as an exceptional murder mystery, full of the
unexpected to the very last page. From the mystifying confession to
the clever jig-saw puzzle of half-truths and red herrings and a
superb cast of deeply interesting characters, Jo Spain has written a
psychological thriller that is both inventive and utterly addictive. The
truth lies buried somewhere in the past and as the characters settle
down to tell their stories, secrets surface.

The Dinner List                        Rebecca Serle

ROMANCE FICTION

At one point or another, we’ve all been asked to name five people,
living or dead, with whom we’d like to have dinner. Why do we
choose the people we do? And what if that dinner was to actually
happen? These are the questions Rebecca Serle contends within her
utterly captivating novel.



Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine           

Gail Honeyman

LITERARY FICTION 

Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine is the smart, warm, and
uplifting story of an out-of-the-ordinary heroine whose deadpan
weirdness and unconscious wit make for an irresistible journey as
she realises the only way to survive is to open your heart.

Every Lie I've Ever Told             

Rosie Waterland

MEMOIR

It was all going so well for Rosie Waterland. Until it wasn't. Until late
one evening she found herself in a hospital emergency bed,
trembling and hooked to a drip. Over the course of that long, painful
night, she kept thinking about how ironic it was, that right in the
middle of writing a book about lies, she'd ended up telling the most
significant lie of all. A raw, beautiful, sad, shocking - and very, very
funny - memoir of all the lies we tell others and the lies we tell
ourselves.

Everybody's Son                  Thrity Umrigar 

GENERAL FICTION

The bestselling, critically acclaimed author of The Space Between
Us and The World We Found deftly explores issues of  race, class,
privilege and power and asks us to consider uncomfortable moral
questions in this probing, ambitious, emotionally wrenching novel of
two families - one black, one white.



The Farm                              Joanne Ramos

LITERARY FICTION

Ambitious businesswoman Mae Yu runs Golden Oaks – a luxury
retreat transforming the fertility economy – where women get the very
best of everything, so long as they play by the rules. Jane is a young
immigrant in search of a better future. Stuck living in a cramped dorm
with her baby daughter and shrewd aunt Ate, she sees an unmissable
chance to change her life. But at what cost?A novel that explores the
role of luck and merit, class, ambition and sacrifice, The Farm is an
unforgettable story about how we live and who truly holds power.

From Scratch                           Tembi Locke

MEMOIR

From Scratch chronicles three summers Tembi spends in Sicily with
her daughter, Zoela, as she begins to piece together a life without her
husband in his tiny hometown hamlet of farmers. Where once Tembi
was estranged from Saro’s family and his origins, now she finds
solace and nourishment - literally and spiritually - at her mother in
law’s table. In the Sicilian countryside, she discovers the healing gifts
of simple fresh food, the embrace of a close knit community, and
timeless traditions and wisdom that light a path forward. All along the
way she reflects on her and Saro’s incredible romance - an indelible
love story that leaps off the pages.

The Giver of Stars                       Jojo Moyes

ROMANCE FICTION

Alice Wright makes an impulsive decision to marry wealthy American
Bennett Van Cleve and leave her home and family in England behind. But
stuffy, disapproving Baileyville, Kentucky, where her husband favours work
over his wife and is dominated by his overbearing father, is not the
adventure - or the escape - that she hoped for. That is, until she meets
Margery O'Hare, a troublesome woman - and daughter of a notorious felon -
the town wishes to forget. Margery's on a mission to spread the wonder of
books and reading to the poor and lost - and she needs Alice's
help.Trekking alone under big open skies, through wild mountain forests,
Alice, Margery and their fellow sisters of the trail discover freedom,
friendship - and a life to call their own.



The Golden Child                Wendy James

When teenage bullying spirals out of control who is to blame?
Blogger Lizzy's life is buzzing, happy, normal. Two gorgeous
children, a handsome husband, destiny under control. For her real-
life alter-ego Beth, things are unravelling. Tensions simmer with her
husband, mother-in-law, her own mother. Her daughters, once the
objects of her existence, have moved into teenage-hood - their lives
increasingly mysterious to her.

PSYCHOLOGICAL THRILLER

The Golden House                  Salman Rushdie

SATIRICAL LITERATURE

When powerful real-estate tycoon Nero Golden immigrates to the
States under mysterious circumstances, he and his three adult children
assume new identities, taking 'Roman' names, and move into a grand
mansion in downtown Manhattan. Arriving shortly after the
inauguration of Barack Obama, he and his sons, each extraordinary in
his own right, quickly establish themselves at the apex of New York
society.

Ghosts of the Past                         Tony Park

HISTORICAL / ADVENTURE FICTION

Africa, 1906: A young Australian adventurer is condemned to death.
Sydney, the present: journalist Nick Eatwell has just lost his job, but his day
is brightened when a fellow reporter, South African Susan Vidler, comes into
his life looking for help with a story. Susan is chasing information about
Nick's great-great uncle, Cyril Blake, who fought in the Anglo-Boer War and
later joined the struggle for independence across the border in the German
colony of South West Africa, now Namibia. In Germany, historian Anja
Berghoff is researching the origins of the famed desert horses of Namibia.
Together they head to Africa on the trail of a legend, but someone else is
delving into the past, looking for clues to the secret location of a missing
horde of gold that's worth killing for.



Hello Sunshine                           Laura Dave

CONTEMPORARY FICTION

Sunshine Mackenzie is living the dream. A lifestyle guru, Sunshine is
beloved by millions of people who tune into her YouTube cooking
show, and millions more scour her website for recipes, wisdom, and
suggestions for how to curate a perfect life. Sunshine seems to have
it all. But she's hiding who she really is. And when her secret is
revealed, her fall from grace is catastrophic. What Sunshine does in
the ashes of destruction will save her in more ways than she can
imagine.

Killers of the Flower Moon         David Grann

TRUE CRIME

A haunting true-life murder mystery about one of the most monstrous
crimes in American history . In the 1920s, the richest people per
capita in the world were members of the Osage Indian Nation in
Oklahoma. After oil was discovered beneath their land, the Osage
rode in chauffeured automobiles, built mansions, and sent their
children to study in Europe. Then, one by one, they began to be killed
off.

The Last Neanderthal                 Claire Cameron

HISTORICAL FICTION

Inspired by the recent discovery that many modern humans have
inherited DNA from Neanderthals, acclaimed author Claire Cameron
has penned a haunting, suspenseful, and profoundly moving novel that
asks us to reconsider what it means to be human.



The Last Voyage of Mrs Henry Parker    

Joanne Nell

ROMANCE FICTION

As the wife of retired ship's doctor Dr Henry Parker, Evelyn is living out
her twilight years aboard the Golden Sunset. Every night she dresses
for dinner - gown, tiara, runners - and regales her fellow passengers
with stories of a glamorous life travelling the world in luxury. But now
Henry is missing, and it is up to Evelyn to find him. This story is a love
letter to the memories we make over the course of a lifetime, and how
the heart remembers what matters, even when the mind has long
forgotten.

Late in the Day                           Tessa Hadley

LITERARY FICTION

Alex and Christine and Zach and Lydia have been inseparable since
their twenties. From student house-shares and grubby pubs to proper
homes and grown-up careers, the two couples' lives have been
interlinked for decades. Then one evening, Alex and Christine receive
a call from a distraught Lydia. Zach is dead. Inconsolable, Lydia moves
in with Alex and Christine. But instead of their loss bringing them
closer, the three of them find that love and sorrow give way to anger
and bitterness as old entanglements and resentments rise from the
past.

Let Her Fly                      Ziauddin Yousafzai

MEMOIR

Let Her Fly looks at what it means to love, to have courage and fight
for what is inherently right. Personal in its detail and universal in its
themes, this is a landmark book from the man behind the
phenomenon, and shows why we must all keep fighting for the rights
of girls and women around the world.



Lincoln in the Bardo                George Saunders

HISTORICAL FICTION

February 1862. The Civil War rages while President Lincoln's beloved
eleven-year-old son is gravely ill. In a matter of days, Willie dies and is
laid to rest in a Georgetown cemetery. Newspapers report that a grief-
stricken Lincoln returns to the crypt several times alone to hold his
boy's body. From that seed of historical truth, George Saunders spins
an unforgettable story of familial love and loss that breaks free of its
realistic, historical framework into a thrilling, supernatural realm both
hilarious and terrifying.

The Lost Man                              Jane Harper

MYSTERY FICTION

Two brothers meet at the border of their vast cattle properties under
the unrelenting sun of outback Queensland. They are at the
stockman's grave, a landmark so old, no one can remember who is
buried there. But today, the scant shadow it casts was the last hope
for their middle brother, Cameron. The Bright family's quiet existence
is thrown into grief and anguish. Something had been troubling Cam.
Did he lose hope and walk to his death? Because if he didn't, the
isolation of the outback leaves few suspects...

My Brilliant Friend               Elena Ferrante

LITERARY FICTON

Book one of the Neapolitan series.
A modern masterpiece from one of Italy's most acclaimed authors.
The story begins in the 1950s, in a poor but vibrant neighbourhood on
the outskirts of Naples. Growing up on these tough streets two girls,
Elena and Lila, learn to rely on each other ahead of anyone or
anything else.



The Nightingale                       Kristin Hannah

ROMANCE FICTION

The stories of two sisters, separated by years and experience, by
ideals, passion and circumstance, each embarking on her own
dangerous path toward survival, love, and freedom in German-
occupied, war-torn France. A heartbreakingly beautiful novel that
celebrates the resilience of the human spirit.

Out of the Ice                            Ann Turner

MYSTERY FICTION

When environmental scientist Laura Alvarado is sent to a remote
Antarctic island, she begins to uncover more than she could ever
imagine. Piecing together a past and present of cruelty that can be
traced around the world, Laura will stop at nothing to unearth the
truth. As she comes face to face with the dark side of human
progress, she also discovers a legacy of love, hope and the
meaning of family. If only Laura can find her way... out of the ice.

Never Have I Ever                Joshilyn Jackson

THRILLER FICTION

It starts as a game at a book group one night. Never Have I Ever...
done something I shouldn't. But Amy Whey has done something she
shouldn't. And Roux, the glamorous newcomer to Amy's suburban
neighbourhood, knows exactly what that is. Roux promises she will
go away - if Amy plays by her rules. But Amy isn't prepared to lose
everything. She's going to fight back, and in this escalating game of
cat and mouse, there can be only one winner.



Promise                            Sarah Armstrong

FAMILY DRAMA

How far would you go to protect a child in danger? When a new
family moves in next door, it takes Anna just two days to realise
something is very wrong. She can hear their five-year-old daughter
Charlie crying, then sees injuries on the little girl that she cannot
ignore. Anna reports the family but no one comes. So when the girl
turns up at her door asking for help, the only thing Anna can think to
do is take her and run.

The Rules of Magic                  Alice Hoffman

FANTASY FICTION

In this sparkling prequel we meet sisters Frances and Jet and
Vincent, their brother. The Owens siblings are desperate to uncover
who they really are. Each heads down a life-altering course, filled with
secrets and truths, devastation and joy, and magic and love. Despite
the warning handed down through the family for centuries – know that
for our family, love is a curse –they will all strive to break the rules...

Salt Creek                                 Lucy Treloar

AUSTRALIAN HISTORICAL FICTION

Salt Creek, 1855, lies at the far reaches of the remote, beautiful and
inhospitable coastal region, the Coorong, in the new province of
South Australia. The area, just opened to graziers willing to chance
their luck, becomes home to Stanton Finch and his large family,
including fifteen-year-old Hester Finch.



Scrublands                           Chris Hammer

CRIME FICTION

Set in a fictional Riverina town at the height of a devastating
drought, Scrublands is one of the most powerful, compelling and
original crime novels to be written in Australia. In an isolated country
town brought to its knees by endless drought, a charismatic and
dedicated young priest calmly opens fire on his congregation, killing
five parishioners before being shot dead himself.  A compulsive
thriller that will haunt you long after you have turned the final page.

Sanctuary                                      Judy Nunn

AUSTRALIAN FICTION

On a barren  island off the coast of WA, a rickety dingy runs aground.
Aboard are 9 people who have no idea where they are and with one
thing in common, fear. Rassen the doctor, Massoud the student, the
child Hamid and all the other who fear for their lives. In their midst is
Jalila, a beautiful young Yazidi woman who is a mystery to them all.
40km away on the mainland lies the tiny fishing port of Shoalhaven,
where everyone knows everyone and everyone has their place.  In
Shoal haven, things never change, until now.

The Secret Chord               Geraldine Brooks

HISTORICAL FICTION

1000 BC. The Second Iron Age. The time of King David. Anointed
as the chosen one when just a young shepherd boy, David will rise
to be king, grasping the throne and establishing his empire. But his
journey is a tumultuous one and the consequences of his choices
will resound for generations.



The Secret Scripture            Sebastian Barry

HISTORICAL FICTION

As a young woman, Roseanne McNulty was one of the most beautiful and
beguiling girls in County Sligo, Ireland. Now, as her hundredth year draws near,
she is a patient at Roscommon Regional Mental Hospital, and she decides to
record the events of her life. As Roseanne revisits her past, hiding the
manuscript beneath the floorboards in her bedroom, she learns that
Roscommon Hospital will be closed in a few months and that her caregiver, Dr.
Grene, has been asked to evaluate the patients and decide if they can return to
society. Roseanne is of particular interest to Dr. Grene, and as he researches
her case he discovers a document written by a local priest that tells a very
different story of Roseanne's life than what she recalls. As doctor and patient
attempt to understand each other, they begin to uncover long-buried secrets
about themselves.

Shell                                 Kristina Olsson

AUSTRALIAN FICTION

In this spellbinding and poignant historical novel, dependent
Australian journalist are thrown together amidst the turmoil of the
1960s and the dawning of a new modern era. As the seas of
change swirl around them, Pearl and Axel’s lives orbit each other
and collide in this sweeping novel of art and culture, love and
destiny.

Shtum                                       Jem Lester

GENERAL FICTION

Ten-year-old Jonah lives in a world of his own. He likes colours and
feathers and the feel of fresh air on his skin. He dislikes sudden loud
noises and any change to his daily routine. Jonah has never spoken,
yet somehow he communicates better than all of the adults in his life.



Snake Island                                Ben Hobson

AUSTRALIAN THRILLER FICTION

Vernon and Penelope Moore never want to see their son Caleb again.
Not after he hit his wife and ended up in gaol. But when Vernon hears
that Caleb is being regularly visited and savagely bashed by a local
criminal as the police stand by, he realises he has to act. What has his
life been as a father if he turns his back on his son in his hour of
desperate need? The father of Caleb's attacker is head of a violent
crime family. The town lives in fear of him but Vernon is determined to
fix things in a civilised way, father to father. If he shows respect, he
reasons, it will be reciprocated. But how wrong he is.

Stella and Margie                  Glenna Thomson
AUSTRALIAN FICTION

Stella and her mother-in-law Margie are two very different women.
Stella is kind, compassionate and just a little chaotic. Margie is
prickly, demanding and a stickler for convention. Stella has exciting
dreams for the future. Margie has only bitter memories of the past. 
But as the dry summer turns to a beautiful autumn, the two women
gradually form an unlikely bond, as the ambitions, secrets, and
tragedies that have shaped their lives are slowly uncovered....

Taking Tom Murray Home              Tim Slee

AUSTRALIAN FICTION

Bankrupt dairy farmer Tom Murray decides he'd rather sell off his herd and
burn down his own house than hand them over to the bank. But something
goes tragically wrong, and Tom dies in the blaze. His wife, Dawn, doesn't want
him to have died for nothing and decides to hold a funeral procession for Tom
as a protest, driving 350km from Yardley in country Victoria to bury him in
Melbourne where he was born. To make a bigger impact she agrees with
some neighbours to put his coffin on a horse and cart and take it slow - real
slow. But on the night of their departure, someone burns down the local bank.
And as the motley funeral procession passes through Victoria, there are more
mysterious arson attacks. Dawn has five days to get to Melbourne before the
police impound the coffin and force her to bury her husband. Five days, five
more towns, and a state ready to explode in flames...



The Tattooist of Auschwitz         Heather Morris

WAR FICTION

Lale Sokolov is well dressed, a charmer, a ladies’ man. He’s also a
Jew. On the first transport from Slovakia to Auschwitz in 1942, Lale
immediately stands out to his fellow prisoners. In the camp, he is
looked up to, looked out for and put to work in the privileged position of
tattooist to mark his fellow prisoners , forever. One of them is a young
woman who steals his heart at first glance. This true story, full of
beauty and hope, is based on years of interviews with Lale - it is heart
wrenching, illuminating and unforgettable.

There Was Still Love                  Favel Parrett

GENERAL FICTION

Favel Parrett's deep emotional insight and stellar literary talent
shine through in this love letter to the strong women who bind
families together, despite dislocation and distance. It is a tender and
beautifully told story of memory, family and love. Because there is
still love. No matter what.

Truly Madly Guilty                 Liane Moriarty
CONTEMPORARY FICTION

If only they'd said no… What if they hadn't gone? That's the
question Clementine can't stop asking herself. It was just a
backyard barbeque. They didn't know their hosts that well. They
were friends of friends. They could so easily have said no. But she
and her husband Sam said yes, and now they can never change
what they did and didn't do that beautiful winter's day.



The Weekend                         Charlotte Wood

LITERARY FICTION

Four older women have a lifelong friendship of the best kind: loving,
practical, frank and steadfast. But when Sylvie dies, the ground shifts
dangerously for the remaining three. Can they survive together without
her? They are Jude, a once-famous restaurateur, Wendy, an acclaimed
public intellectual, and Adele, a renowned actress now mostly out of work.
Struggling to recall exactly why they've remained close all these years, the
grieving women gather for Christmas at Sylvie's old beach house - not for
festivities, but to clean the place out before it is sold. Without Sylvie to
maintain the group's delicate equilibrium, frustrations build and painful
memories press in. Fraying tempers, an elderly dog, unwelcome guests
and too much wine collide in a storm that brings long-buried hurts to the
surface - and threatens to sweep away their friendship for good.

Wearing Paper Dresses           Anne Brinsden

AUSTRALIAN FICTION

Meet Elise, whose urbane 1950s glamour is rudely transplanted to the
pragmatic red soil of the Mallee when her husband returns to work the
family farm. But you cannot uproot a plant and expect it to thrive. And so it
is with Elise. Her meringues don't impress the shearers, the locals scoff at
her Paris fashions, her husband works all day in the back paddock, and the
drought kills everything but the geraniums she despises. As their mother
withdraws more and more into herself, her spirited, tearaway daughters,
Marjorie and Ruby, wild as weeds, are left to raise themselves as best they
can. Until tragedy strikes, and Marjorie flees to the city determined to leave
her family behind. And there she stays, leading a very different life, until the
boy she loves draws her back to the land she can't forget.

When all is said and done      Neale Daniher
MEMOIR
Neale Daniher sat down to pen a letter to the grandchildren he’ll
never get to know, and then he kept on writing. In 2013, the AFL
legend was diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease – a cruel and
incurable disease. He knew he had a choice. He could spend his
remaining time on earth focused on himself, or he could seize the
opportunity to make a better future for others. From the hard-won
wisdom of life on the land and the love of his family, to the
triumphs and gutting lows of elite football, Neale has learnt to
make the most of the cards he’s been dealt – to always live with
purpose and to appreciate what he has.



The White Girl                          Tony Birch
AUSTRALIAN FICTION
Odette Brown has lived her whole life on the fringes of a small
country town. Raising her granddaughter Sissy on her own, Odette
has managed to stay under the radar of the welfare authorities who
are removing Aboriginal children from their communities. When the
menacing Sergeant Lowe arrives in town, determined to fully enforce
the law, any freedom that Odette and Sissy enjoy comes under grave
threat. Odette must make an impossible choice to protect her family.

The Woman in the Window               A.J. Finn

THRILLER FICTION

Anna Fox lives alone, a recluse in her New York City home, unable to
venture outside. She spends her day drinking wine (maybe too much),
watching old movies, recalling happier times . . . and spying on her
neighbors. Then the Russells move into the house across the way; a father,
a mother, their teenage son. The perfect family. But when Anna, gazing out
her window one night, sees something she shouldn’t, her world begins to
crumble—and its shocking secrets are laid bare. What is real? What is
imagined? Who is in danger? Who is in control? In this diabolically gripping
thriller, no one—and nothing—is what it seems.  

The Year of the Farmer             Rosalie Ham
AUSTRALIAN SATIRICAL FICTION

The last few years have been punishingly dry, especially for the farmers, but
otherwise, it's all Neralie Mackintosh's fault. If she'd never left town then her
ex, the hapless but extremely eligible Mitchell Bishop, would never have fallen
into the clutches of the truly awful Mandy, who now lords it over everyone as if
she owns the place. So, now that Neralie has returned to run the local pub,
the whole town is determined to reinstate her to her rightful position in the
social order. But Mandy Bishop has other ideas. Meanwhile the head of the
local water board - Glenys 'Gravedigger' Dingle - is looking for a way to line
her pockets at the expense of hardworking farmers already up to their eyes in
debt. And Mandy and Neralie's war may be just the chance she was looking
for.



Program Details

Program runs for 10 months, from February to November.

All book club members MUST be members of the library.

Book clubs are entitled to one set of books per month (10 per year).

Each set contains 12 books and a folder of discussion questions.

From 2021, clubs will select their own books each month. Books will be made available for

collection from the 1st of each month (eg. 1st of February) 

Books are on loan for 6 weeks.

Books cannot be renewed. If you haven’t finished reading please check the catalogue and

request a copy from the general collection.

Titles cannot be reserved.  

A maximum of two titles will be issued to a book club at any given time. These restrictions

ensure that as many book clubs as possible can make use of this service. Please help us to

keep this service operating successfully by collecting and returning the books in a timely

manner. 

Book clubs must return the complete set of 12 books and folder. Incomplete sets or individual

titles will not be accepted by the library.

$420 membership fee to be paid in full prior to collection of the first set of books

One primary contact for the book club

Name and email address for each book club member

All book club members must be a member of the Western Riverina Library service

Membership Requirements

Lost or Damaged Books

Lost or damaged books will incur a replacement fee. This fee must be paid before the next

set of books can be borrowed.



Who can borrow from the book club collection?

Book clubs must be registered with the Griffith City Library to borrow book club sets.

How much does it cost?

The registration fee is $420 per club. Book Clubs receive one set of books per month from

February to November (10 book sets in total). There are 12 books and discussion questions in

each set. Any lost or damaged items will incur a replacement fee of $20 per item.

How do we select a book from the collection?

Available titles will be displayed in the dedicated space at Griffith City Library. From the 1st of

each month, book clubs may collect their new tub for that month. Clubs can have a maximum

of two sets on loan at any given time. If your club already has two sets on loan you will not be

able to borrow another set until one is returned. Titles are subject to availability and we cannot

guarantee that you will always receive your preferences.

Can we go on a waiting list to borrow a book club set?

Book club sets cannot be reserved.

How long can my group borrow a book club set?

The loan period is 6 weeks. Prompt collection and returning of books ensures that service runs

successfully for all.

Can we borrow more than one set at a time?

Book clubs may have a maximum of two sets on loan at any given time. If your club already

has two sets on loan you will not be able to borrow another set until one is returned. 

How do we return a book club set?

The tub and all of its contents must be returned as a complete set to Griffith City Library during

opening hours. Each book is numbered. In the back of the discussion folder is a list for you to

record which member has which book. This helps to identify what books haven’t been returned

and who they were on loan to.

I’m not in a Book Club. Can you help me to join one?

Please see the Book Club Noticeboard on our website for current book club vacancies or

individuals looking for a club. If there is nothing suitable, you may wish to start your own book

club. Contact Griffith City Library for an application form to add your details to this list.

Book Club FAQs
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