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NEW IN 2019 

Boys Swallows Universe    Trent Dalton 

Brisbane, 1983: A lost father, a mute brother, a mum in jail, a heroin 

dealer for a stepfather and a notorious crim for a babysitter. It's not as if 

Eli's life isn't complicated enough already. He's just trying to follow his 

heart, learning what it takes to be a good man, but life just keeps  

throwing obstacles in the way. A story of brotherhood, true love and the 

most unlikely of friendships, Boy Swallows Universe will be the most 

heartbreaking, joyous and exhilarating novel you will read all year.  

Bridge of Clay Marcus Zusak 

The breathtaking story of five brothers who bring each other up in a 

world run by their own rules. As the Dunbar boys love and fight and 

learn to reckon with the adult world, they discover the moving secret 

behind their father’s disappearance.  At the center of the Dunbar family 

is Clay, a boy who will build a bridge for his family, for his past, for  

greatness, for his sins, for a miracle.  The question is, how far is Clay  

willing to go? And how much can he overcome?  

Any Ordinary Day Leigh Sales 

As a journalist, Leigh Sales often encounters people experiencing the 

worst moments of their lives in the full glare of the media. But one par-

ticular string of bad news stories - and a terrifying brush with her own 

mortality - sent her looking for answers about how vulnerable each of us 

is to a life-changing event. What are our chances of actually experiencing 

one? What do we fear most and why? And when the worst does happen, 

what comes next?  

A Spark of Light    Jodi Piccoult 

Jodi Picoult, one of the most fearless writers of our time,  

tackles a complicated issue in this gripping and nuanced novel. How do 

we balance the rights of pregnant women with the rights of the unborn 

they carry? What does it mean to be a good parent? A Spark of Light will 

inspire debate, conversation . . . and, hopefully, understanding. 
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Let Her Fly Ziauddin Yousafzai 

Told through intimate portraits of each of Ziauddin’s closest relationships 

– as a son to a traditional father; as a father to Malala and her brothers, 

educated and growing up in the West; as a husband to a wife finally 

learning to read and write; as a brother to five sisters still living in the 

patriarchy – Let Her Fly looks at what it means to love, to have courage 

and fight for what is inherently right. Personal in its detail and universal 

in its themes, this is a landmark book from the man behind the  

phenomenon, and shows why we must all keep fighting for the rights of 

girls and women around the world.  

Scrublands Chris Hammer 

Set in a fictional Riverina town at the height of a devastating 

drought, Scrublands is one of the most powerful, compelling and original 

crime novels to be written in Australia.  

In an isolated country town brought to its knees by endless drought, a 

charismatic and dedicated young priest calmly opens fire on his  

congregation, killing five parishioners before being shot dead himself.   

A compulsive thriller that will haunt you long after you have turned the 

final page.  

The Dinner List Rebecca Serle 

At one point or another, we’ve all been asked to name five people, living 

or dead, with whom we’d like to have dinner. Why do we choose the 

people we do? And what if that dinner was to actually happen? These 

are the questions Rebecca Serle contends within her utterly captivating 

novel, The Dinner List, a story imbued with the same delightful magical 

realism as One Day,and the life-changing romance of Me Before You.  

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine Gail Honeyman 

Soon to be a major motion picture produced by Reese Witherspoon,  

Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine is the smart, warm, and uplifting  

story of an out-of-the-ordinary heroine whose deadpan weirdness and 

unconscious wit make for an irresistible journey as she realises the only 

way to survive is to open your heart. 
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The Year of the Farmer Rosalie Ham 

The last few years have been punishingly dry, especially for the farmers, but 
otherwise, it's all Neralie Mackintosh's fault. If she'd never left town then her 
ex, the hapless but extremely eligible Mitchell Bishop, would never have fallen 
into the clutches of the truly awful Mandy, who now lords it over everyone as if 
she owns the place. So, now that Neralie has returned to run the local pub, the 
whole town is determined to reinstate her to her rightful position in the social 
order. But Mandy Bishop has other ideas. Meanwhile the head of the local  
water board - Glenys 'Gravedigger' Dingle - is looking for a way to line her  
pockets at the expense of hardworking farmers already up to their eyes in debt. 
And Mandy and Neralie's war may be just the chance she was looking for. 

Readers Choice  

Title to be confirmed. Voting opens on Tuesday 4 December 2018 at the 

Book Club Christmas Party and will conclude on the 31 December 2018. 

The book with the most votes will be added to the 2019 Book Club  

Reading List. 

Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Moriarty;  The Lost Man by Jane Harper;  

The Immortalist by Chloe Benjamin; Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver; 

An American Marriage by Tayari Jones 

Shell Kristina Olsson 

In this spellbinding and poignant historical novel—perfect for fans of All 

the Light We Cannot See —a Swedish glassmaker and a fiercely 

 independent Australian journalist are thrown together amidst the  

turmoil of the 1960s and the dawning of a new modern era.   

As the seas of change swirl around them, Pearl and Axel’s lives orbit each 

other and collide in this sweeping novel of art and culture, love and  

destiny.   

The Woman in the Window AJ Finn 

Anna Fox lives alone, a recluse in her New York City home, unable to  

venture outside. She spends her day drinking wine (maybe too much), 

watching old movies, recalling happier times . . . and spying on her  

neighbors. Then the Russells move into the house across the way: a  

father, a mother, their teenage son. The perfect family. But when Anna, 

gazing out her window one night, sees something she shouldn’t, her 

world begins to crumble—and its shocking secrets are laid bare. 
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A Bold Life Kerri-Anne Kennerley 

The tale of a Sandgate girl who chased her dream of being a cabaret star 

to New York, only to find herself stranded in a violent marriage to a  

dangerous drug addict. It's the journey of a unique and driven woman 

who built a remarkable 50-year career in one of the most fickle and male

-dominated industries of all, and instigated some of the most iconic  

moments in Australian TV history along the way.  

A Long Way from Home    Peter Carey 

Set in the 1950s amid the consequences of the age of empires, this  

brilliantly vivid and lively novel reminds us how Europeans took  

possession of a timeless culture – the high purpose they invented and 

the crimes they committed along the way.  
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The Book That Matters Most Ann Hood 

An empty-nester, at loose ends after her husband of twenty-five years 

leaves her for another woman, joins a local book club, looking for “the 

comfort of people who wanted nothing more than to sit together and 

talk about books.” The group’s theme-of-the-year requires each of its ten 

members to pick the book that matters most to them.   

The Break Marian Keyes 

Amy’s husband Hugh says he isn’t leaving her. 

He still loves her, he’s just taking a break – from their marriage, their 

children and, most of all, from their life together. Six months to lose  

himself in south-east Asia. And there is nothing Amy can say or do about 

it. Yes, it’s a mid-life crisis, but let’s be clear: a break isn’t a break up – 

yet . .  

Band-aid for a Broken Leg    Damien Brown 

Damien Brown thinks he's ready when he arrives for his first posting with 

Medecins Sans Frontieres in Africa. But the town he's sent to is an  

isolated outpost of mud huts, surrounded by landmines, and the hospital 

workers speak no English…  This is a deeply honest and often humorous 

account of life on the medical frontline in Angola, Mozambique and 

South Sudan.  

All the Light we Cannot See    Anthony Doerr 

Winner of the 2015 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. 

A beautiful, stunningly ambitious novel about a blind French girl and a 

German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to  

survive the devastation of World War II. The stories of Marie-Laure and 

Werner illuminate the ways, against all odds, people try to be good to 

one another.  
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The Dry    Jane Harper 

A small town hides big secrets in this atmospheric, page-turning mystery.  

After getting a note demanding his presence, Federal Agent Aaron Falk 

arrives in his hometown for the first time in decades to attend the  

funeral of his best friend, Luke.  Amid the worst drought in a century, 

Falk reluctantly investigates to see if there's more to Luke's death than 

there seems to be ... 

The Collected Works of A.J. Fikry    Gabrielle Zevin 

This warm, gentle novel reads like a love letter to bookshops. It follows the 

life of A.J. Fikry, a man who is left as the sole owner of a small bookstore 

after his young wife tragically dies in a car accident. A.J. is drowning his  

sorrows in alcohol, alienating everyone in his life and doing a pretty bad job 

of running his business when an unexpected turn of events changes 

everything... 

The Confession Jo Spain 

The moment that the murderer turns himself in to the police when he could 

have easily escaped detection, The Confession  announces itself as an  

exceptional murder mystery, full of the unexpected to the very last page. 

From the mystifying confession to the clever jig-saw puzzle of half-truths 

and red herrings and a superb cast of deeply interesting characters, Jo Spain 

has written a psychological thriller that is both inventive and utterly  

addictive. The truth lies buried somewhere in the past and as the characters 

settle down to tell their stories, secrets surface. 

The Children Act    Ian McEwan 

Fiona Maye, a leading High Court judge, renowned for her fierce  

intelligence and sensitivity is called on to try an urgent case. For religious 

reasons, a seventeen-year-old boy is  refusing the medical treatment 

that could save his life. Fiona must ultimately decide whether he lives  

or dies and her  judgement will have momentous consequences for them 

both. 
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Furiously Happy    Jenny Lawson 

Lawson describes her battles with depression and anxiety and her quest 

to overcome them by saying yes to even the absurdist opportunities. 

'You can't experience pain without also experiencing the baffling and  

ridiculous moments of being fiercely, unapologetically, intensely and 

(above all) furiously happy...' It's a philosophy that has - quite literally - 

saved her life... 

Exit Wounds    John Cantwell 

The deeply human account of one man's tour of the War on Terror, the 

moving story of life on a modern battlefield: from the nightmare of 

cheating death in a field strewn with mines, to the utter despair of looking 

into the face of a dead soldier before sending his body home to his mother. 

Cantwell hid his post-traumatic stress disorder for decades, fearing it 

would affect his career. 

Everybody’s Son Thrity Umrigar 

The bestselling, critically acclaimed author of The Space  

Between Us and The World We Found deftly explores issues of  race, 

class, privilege and power and asks us to consider  

uncomfortable moral questions in this probing, ambitious, emotionally 

wrenching novel of two families - one black, one white. 

Every Lie I’ve Ever Told Rosie Waterland 

It was all going so well for Rosie Waterland. Until it wasn't.  

Until late one evening she found herself in a hospital emergency bed, 

trembling and hooked to a drip. Over the course of that long, painful night, 

she kept thinking about how ironic it was, that right in the middle of 

writing a book about lies, she'd ended up telling the most significant lie of 

all. A raw, beautiful, sad, shocking - and very, very funny - memoir of all 

the lies we tell others and the lies we tell ourselves.  
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Hello Sunshine   Laura Dave 

Sunshine Mackenzie is living the dream. A lifestyle guru, 

Sunshine is beloved by millions of people who tune into her YouTube 

cooking show, and millions more scour her website for recipes, wisdom, 

and suggestions for how to curate a perfect life. Sunshine seems to have 

it all. But she's hiding who she really is. And when her secret is revealed, 

her fall from grace is catastrophic. What Sunshine does in the ashes of 

destruction will save her in more ways than she can imagine.   

The Golden House Salman Rushdie 

When powerful real-estate tycoon Nero Golden immigrates to the States 

under mysterious circumstances, he and his three adult children assume 

new identities, taking 'Roman' names, and move into a grand mansion in 

downtown Manhattan. Arriving shortly after the inauguration of Barack 

Obama, he and his sons, each extraordinary in his own right, quickly 

establish themselves at the apex of New York society.  

The Golden Child Wendy James 

When teenage bullying spirals out of control who is to blame? 

Blogger Lizzy's life is buzzing, happy, normal. Two gorgeous children, a 

handsome husband, destiny under control. For her real-life alter-ego 

Beth, things are unravelling. Tensions simmer with her husband, mother-

in-law, her own mother. Her daughters, once the objects of her  

existence, have moved into teenage-hood - their lives increasingly  

mysterious to her. 

The Girl on the Train    Paula Hawkins 

Rachel catches the same commuter train every morning. She knows it 

will wait at the same signal each time, overlooking a row of back  

gardens. She's even started to feel like she knows the people who live in 

one of the houses. 'Jess and Jason', she calls them. Their life - as she sees 

it - is perfect. And then she sees something shocking. It's only a minute 

until the train moves on, but it's enough. Now everything's changed. 
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The Last Painting of Sara de Vos    Dominic Smith 

 Australian writer Dominic Smith brilliantly bridges the historical and the 

contemporary, tracking a rare landscape by a female Dutch painter of 

the Golden Age, an inheritor of the work in 1950s Manhattan, and a  

celebrated Australian art historian who painted a forgery of it in her 

youth.  The three threads intersect with growing suspense to show how 

the deceits of the past can forge the present. 

The Last Neanderthal Claire Cameron 

Inspired by the recent discovery that many modern humans have 

 inherited DNA from Neanderthals, acclaimed author Claire Cameron has 

penned a haunting, suspenseful, and profoundly moving novel that asks us 

to reconsider what it means to be human.  

Killers of the Flower Moon    David Grann 

A haunting true-life murder mystery about one of the most  

monstrous crimes in American history . In the 1920s, the richest people 

per capita in the world were members of the Osage Indian Nation in Ok-

lahoma. After oil was discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in 

chauffeured automobiles, built mansions, and sent their children to 

study in Europe. Then, one by one, they  

began to be killed off... 

The Invention of wings    Sue Monk Kidd 

Sarah Grimke is the middle daughter. The one her mother calls difficult 

and her father calls remarkable. On Sarah's eleventh birthday, Hetty 

'Handful' Grimke is taken from the slave quarters she shares with her 

mother, wrapped in lavender ribbons, and presented to Sarah as a gift. 

Sarah knows what she does next will unleash a world of trouble. 
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My Brilliant Friend    Elena Ferrante 

Book one of the Neapolitan series. 

A modern masterpiece from one of Italy's most acclaimed authors. The 

story begins in the 1950s, in a poor but vibrant neighbourhood on the 

outskirts of Naples. Growing up on these tough streets two girls, Elena 

and Lila, learn to rely on each other ahead of anyone or anything else.  

The Midnight Watch    David Dyer 

Based on the true story of the SS Californian, the ship that saw the  

Titanic's distress rockets and yet did nothing. As the Titanic was sinking 

slowly in the cold North Atlantic, she could see the lights of another ship 

on the horizon. She called for help by Morse lamp and the new Marconi 

telegraph machine, but there was no response.  Sometimes the smallest 

of human failings can lead to the greatest of disasters  

The Little Paris Bookshop    Nina George 

Monsieur Perdu can prescribe the perfect book for a broken heart. But 

can he fix his own? From his floating bookstore in a barge on the Seine, 

he prescribes novels for the hardships of life. Using his intuitive feel for 

the exact book a reader needs, Perdu mends broken hearts and souls. 

The only person he can't seem to heal through literature is himself... 

Lincoln in the Bardo George Saunders 

February 1862. The Civil War rages while President Lincoln's beloved 
eleven-year-old son is gravely ill. In a matter of days, Willie dies and is 
laid to rest in a Georgetown cemetery. Newspapers report that a  
grief-stricken Lincoln returns to the crypt several times alone to hold his 
boy's body. From that seed of historical truth, George Saunders spins an  
unforgettable story of familial love and loss that breaks free of its  
realistic, historical framework into a thrilling, supernatural realm both  
hilarious and terrifying. 
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Promise    Sarah Armstrong 

How far would you go to protect a child in danger? When a new family 

moves in next door, it takes Anna just two days to realise something is 

very wrong. She can hear their five-year-old daughter Charlie crying, 

then sees injuries on the little girl that she cannot ignore. Anna reports 

the family but no one comes. So when the girl turns up at her door  

asking for help, the only thing Anna can think to do is take her and run.  

Out of the Ice Ann Turner 

When environmental scientist Laura Alvarado is sent to a 

remote Antarctic island, she begins to uncover more than she could ever 

imagine. Piecing together a past and present of cruelty that can be 

traced around the world, Laura will stop at nothing to unearth the truth. 

As she comes face to face with the dark side of human progress, she also 

discovers a legacy of love, hope and the meaning of family. If only Laura 

can find her way... out of the ice.  

The Nightingale    Kristin Hannah 

The stories of two sisters, separated by years and experience, by ideals, 

passion and circumstance, each embarking on her own dangerous path 

toward survival, love, and freedom in German-occupied, war-torn 

France. A heartbreakingly beautiful novel that celebrates the resilience 

of the human spirit. 

The Narrow Road to the Deep North 

Richard Flanagan 

August, 1943. In the despair of a Japanese POW camp on the Thai-Burma 

death railway, Australian surgeon Dorrigo Evans is haunted by his love 

affair with his uncle's young wife two years earlier. Struggling to save the 

men under his command from starvation, from cholera, from beatings, 

he receives a letter that will change his life forever. 
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Ruby Moonlight    Ali Cobby Eckermann 

A novel of the impact of colonisation in mid north South 

Australia around 1880. Ruby, refugee of a massacre, shelters in the 

woods where she befriends an Irishman trapper. The poems convey how 

fear of discovery is overcome by the need for human contact, which, in a 

tense unravelling of events, is forcibly challenged by an Aboriginal  

lawman.  

Reckoning    Magda Szubanski 

In this extraordinary memoir, Magda describes her journey of self-

discovery from a suburban childhood, haunted by the demons of her  

father's espionage activities in wartime Poland and by her secret  

awareness of her sexuality, to the complex dramas of adulthood and her 

need to find out the truth about herself and her family. 

Quentin: Not all Superheroes Wear Capes 

Quentin Kenihan 

Quentin Kenihan was born with a rare bone disorder, 

osteogenesis imperfecta. When Quentin was seven, Mike Willesee made 

a documentary about him and Australians fell in love with his wit and 

never-say-die attitude.  Over the years he grew up before our eyes. But 

there was a dark side to his life. The true story was never told… until 

now.  

Pushing the Limits    Kurt Fearnley 

The boy from Carcoar was raised to believe he could do anything. At 

fifteen, he won his first medal. Then he conquered the world, winning 

three Paralympic gold medals, seven world championships and more 

than 35 marathons. A world-beater in and out of his wheelchair, Kurt is a 

true Australian champion. 
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Scottsboro    Ellen Feldman 

Alabama, 1931. A posse stops a freight train and arrests nine black 

youths, ranging in age from thirteen to nineteen. Their crime: fighting 

with white boys. Then two white girls, dressed in men’s overalls, emerge 

from another freight car. Though they show no signs of abuse, fast as 

anyone can say Jim Crow, the cry of rape goes up.   

Sanctuary  Judy Nunn 

On a barren  island off the coast of WA, a rickety dingy runs aground. 

Aboard are 9 people who have no idea where they are and with one thing 

in common...fear. Rassen the doctor, Massoud the student, the child  

Hamid and all the other who fear for their lives. In their midst is Jalila, a 

beautiful young Yazidi woman who is a mystery to them all. 40km away on 

the mainland lies the tiny fishing port of Shoalhaven, where everyone 

knows everyone and everyone has their place.  In Shoal haven, things  

never change, until now… 

Salt Creek    Lucy Treloar 

Salt Creek, 1855, lies at the far reaches of the remote, beautiful and  

inhospitable coastal region, the Coorong, in the new province of South 

Australia. The area, just opened to graziers willing to chance their luck, 

becomes home to Stanton Finch and his large family, including  

fifteen-year-old Hester Finch. 

The Rules of Magic Alice Hoffman 

In this sparkling prequel we meet sisters Frances and Jet and Vincent, 

their brother. The Owens siblings are desperate to uncover who they  

really are. Each heads down a life-altering course, filled with secrets and 

truths, devastation and joy, and magic and love. Despite the warning 

handed down through the family for centuries – Know that for our  

family, love is a curse – they will all strive to break the rules...  
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Small Great Things    Jodi Picoult 

'I don't want that nurse touching my baby.' Those are the 

instructions from the newborn child's parents. However, when the baby 

goes into cardiac arrest, Ruth, a nurse of twenty years' experience, sees 

no option but to assist. But the baby dies and Ruth is charged with  

negligent homicide. Racism takes many forms and is reinforced by the 

structures of our society... 

Shtum    Jim Lester 

Ten-year-old Jonah lives in a world of his own. He likes colours and  

feathers and the feel of fresh air on his skin. He dislikes sudden loud 

noises and any change to his daily routine. Jonah has never spoken, yet 

somehow he communicates better than all of the adults in his life.  

The Secret Scripture    Sebastian Barry 

Nearing her 100th birthday, Roseanne McNulty faces an 

uncertain future, as the Roscommon Regional Mental hospital where 

she's spent the best part of her adult life prepares for closure. 

Roseanne's story becomes an alternative, secret history of Ireland's 

changing character and the story of a life blighted by terrible  

mistreatment and ignorance, and yet marked still by love and passion 

and hope. 

The Secret Chord    Geraldine Brooks 

1000 BC. The Second Iron Age. The time of King David. 

Anointed as the chosen one when just a young shepherd boy, David will 

rise to be king, grasping the throne and establishing his empire. But his 

journey is a tumultuous one and the consequences of his choices will  

resound for generations. 
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The Tournament    Matthew Reilly 

The year is 1546. Suleiman the Magnificent, issues an invitation to every 

king in Europe: “You are invited to send your finest player to compete in 

a chess tournament to determine the champion of the known world”. 

The English delegation - led by esteemed scholar Roger Ascham and his 

pupil, Bess, bear witness to events never thought possible.  

The Tattooist of Auschwitz Heather Morris 

Lale Sokolov is well dressed, a charmer, a ladies’ man. He’s also a Jew. 

On the first transport from Slovakia to Auschwitz in 1942, Lale  

immediately stands out to his fellow prisoners. In the camp, he is looked 

up to, looked out for and put to work in the privileged position of  

tattooist to mark his fellow prisoners , forever. One of them is a young 

woman who steals his heart at first glance. This true story, full of beauty 

and hope, is based on years of interviews with Lale - it is heart  

wrenching, illuminating and unforgettable. 

The Taliban Cricket Club    Timeri N. Murari 

Who knew that in the battle against oppression a woman's greatest 

weapon would be a cricket ball? A determined young woman's plan to 

escape from Taliban-ruled Afghanistan (and a cruel Taliban commander 

who is determined to marry her) depends on the outcome of an unusual 

cricket match. 

Stella and Margie Glenna Thomson 

Stella and her mother-in-law Margie are two very different women.  

Stella is kind, compassionate and just a little chaotic. Margie is prickly, 

demanding and a stickler for convention. Stella has exciting dreams for 

the future. Margie has only bitter memories of the past.  But as the dry 

summer turns to a beautiful autumn, the two women gradually form an 

unlikely bond, as the ambitions, secrets, and tragedies that have shaped 

their lives are slowly uncovered... 
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Wish you were here Sheridan Jobbins 

‘In this moment I am perfect. I am free to be whoever I want, and all I want 

to be is a woman in a red spotty dress, speeding into her future in a shiny 

red car.’ 

Raw, sharply funny and heartfelt, Wish You Were Here is a girl’s own  

adventure with bite, a rollercoaster ride that will make you itch to hit the 

road with this irresponsible and irresistible  adventurer. 

The Tracker Alexis Wright 

A collective memoir of the charismatic Aboriginal leader, political thinker 

and entrepreneur Tracker Tilmouth, who died in Darwin in 2015 at the age 

of 62. Taken from his family as a child and brought up in a mission on 

Croker Isalnd, Tracker Tilmouth worked tirelessly for Aboriginal self-

determination, creating opportunities for land use and economic  

development in his many roles, including Director of the Central Land 

Council of the Northern Territory. 

We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves 

   Karen Joy Fowler 

Rosemary is now an only child, but she used to have a sister the same 

age as her, and an older brother. Both are now gone - vanished from her 

life. There's something unique about Rosemary's sister, Fern. So now 

she's telling her story; a looping narrative that begins towards the end, 

and then goes back to the beginning. Twice. 

Truly Madly Guilty    Liane Moriarty 

 If only they'd said no… What if they hadn't gone? That's the question 

Clementine can't stop asking herself. It was just a backyard barbeque. 

They didn't know their hosts that well. They were friends of friends. They 

could so easily have said no. But she and her husband Sam said yes, and 

now they can never change what they did and didn't do that beautiful 

winter's day.  


