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NEW in 2017 

The Last Painting of Sara de Vos    Dominic Smith 

 Australian writer Dominic Smith brilliantly bridges the 

historical and the contemporary, tracking a rare landscape by a 

female Dutch painter of the Golden Age, an inheritor of the 

work in 1950s Manhattan, and a celebrated Australian art 

historian who painted a forgery of it in her youth.  The three 

threads intersect with growing suspense to show how the 

deceits of the past can forge the present  

Band-aid for a Broken Leg    Damien Brown 

Damien Brown thinks he's ready when he arrives for his first 

posting with Medecins Sans Frontieres in Africa. But the town 

he's sent to is an isolated outpost of mud huts, surrounded by 

landmines, and the hospital workers speak no  

English…  This is a deeply honest and often humorous account 

of life on the medical frontline in Angola, Mozambique and 

South Sudan.  

The Dry    Jane Harper 

A small town hides big secrets in this atmospheric, page-

turning mystery.  After getting a note demanding his presence, 

Federal Agent Aaron Falk arrives in his hometown for the first 

time in decades to attend the funeral of his best friend, 

Luke.  Amid the worst drought in a century, Falk reluctantly 

investigates to see if there's more to Luke's death than there 

seems to be ... 

All the Light we Cannot See    Anthony Doerr 

Winner of the 2015 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. 

A beautiful, stunningly ambitious novel about a blind French 

girl and a German boy whose paths collide in occupied France 

as both try to survive the devastation of World War II. The 

stories of Marie-Laure and Werner illuminate the ways, against 

all odds, people try to be good to one another.  
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Promise    Sarah Armstrong 

How far would you go to protect a child in danger? When a 

new family moves in next door, it takes Anna just two days to 

realise something is very wrong. She can hear their five-year-

old daughter Charlie crying, then sees injuries on the little girl 

that she cannot ignore. Anna reports the family but no one 

comes. So when the girl turns up at her door asking for help, 

the only thing Anna can think to do is take her and run.  

The Midnight Watch    David Dyer 

Based on the true story of the SS Californian, the ship that saw 

the Titanic's distress rockets and yet did nothing. As the Titanic 

was sinking slowly in the cold North Atlantic, she could see the 

lights of another ship on the horizon. She called for help by 

Morse lamp and the new Marconi telegraph machine, but 

there was no response.  Sometimes the smallest of human 

failings can lead to the greatest of disasters  

My Brilliant Friend    Elena Ferrante 

Book one of the Neapolitan series. 

A modern masterpiece from one of Italy's most acclaimed 

authors . The story begins in the 1950s, in a poor but vibrant 

neighbourhood on the outskirts of Naples. Growing up on 

these tough streets two girls, Elena and Lila, learn to rely on 

each other ahead of anyone or anything else.  

The Little Paris Bookshop    Nina George 

Monsieur Perdu can prescribe the perfect book for a broken 

heart. But can he fix his own? From his floating bookstore in a 

barge on the Seine, he prescribes novels for the hardships of 

life. Using his intuitive feel for the exact book a reader needs, 

Perdu mends broken hearts and souls. The only person he 

can't seem to heal through literature is himself... 
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Truly Madly Guilty    Liane Moriarty 

 If only they'd said no… What if they hadn't gone? That's the 

question Clementine can't stop asking herself. It was just a 

backyard barbeque. They didn't know their hosts that well. 

They were friends of friends. They could so easily have said no. 

But she and her husband Sam said yes, and now they can 

never change what they did and didn't do that beautiful 

winter's day.  

Shtum    Jim Lester 

Ten-year-old Jonah lives in a world of his own. He likes colours 

and feathers and the feel of fresh air on his skin. He dislikes 

sudden loud noises and any change to his daily routine. Jonah 

has never spoken, yet somehow he communicates better than 

all of the adults in his life.  

Small Great Things    Jodi Picoult 

'I don't want that nurse touching my baby.' Those are the 

instructions from the newborn child's parents. However, when 

the baby goes into cardiac arrest, Ruth, a nurse of twenty 

years' experience, sees no option but to assist. But the baby 

dies and Ruth is charged with negligent homicide. Racism 

takes many forms and is reinforced by the structures of our 

society... 

Quentin: Not all Superheroes Wear Capes 

   Quentin Kenihan 

Quentin Kenihan was born with a rare bone disorder, 

osteogenesis imperfecta. When Quentin was seven, Mike 

Willesee made a documentary about him and Australians fell 

in love with his wit and never-say-die attitude.  Over the years 

he grew up before our eyes. But there was a dark side to his 

life. The true story was never told… until now.  
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Alex     Pierre Lemaitre 

Alex Prevost - kidnapped, savagely  beaten, suspended from 

the ceiling of an abandoned warehouse in a tiny wooden cage 

- is running out of time. Her abductor appears to want only to 

watch her die. Will hunger, thirst, or the rats get her first?  

All the Birds Singing     Evie Wyld 

Who or what is watching Jake Whyte from the woods? Jake 

Whyte is the sole resident of an old farmhouse on an 

unnamed island. It's just her, her untamed  companion, Dog, 

and a flock of sheep. Which is how she wanted it to be. But 

something is coming for the sheep... 

The Age of Miracles    Karen Thompson Walker 

What if our 24-hour day grew longer? What effect would this 

slowing have on the world? One morning, Julia and her  

parents wake up in their suburban home in California to dis-

cover, along with the rest of the world, that the rotation of the 

earth is noticeably slowing. 

The Alchemist    Paulo Coelho 

Paulo Coelho's enchanting novel has inspired a devoted 

following around the world. This story, dazzling in its powerful 

simplicity and soul-stirring wisdom, is about an Andalusian 

shepherd boy named Santiago who travels from his homeland 

in Spain to the Egyptian desert in search of a treasure buried 

near the Pyramids. 
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Behind the Scenes at the Museum    Kate Atkinson 

Ruby  Lennox begins narrating her life at the moment of 

conception, and from there takes us on a whirlwind tour of the 

twentieth century as seen through the eyes of an English girl 

determined to learn about her family and its secrets.  

Atkinson’s first novel is a multigenerational tale of a 

spectacularly dysfunctional Yorkshire family and one of the 

funniest works of fiction to come out of Britain in years. 

Bill Bryson mix 

Bill Bryson is the UK’s biggest selling non-fiction author 

since official records began. With his signature wit, charm, 

and seemingly limitless knowledge, Bill Bryson’s books are 

sure be a great read. 

Includes: Down Under, The Life and Times of the                 

Thunderbolt Kid, and  Neither Here Nor There.  

The Boy That Never Was    Karen Perry 

Five years ago, three-year-old Dillon disappeared. For his 

father Harry - who left him alone for ten crucial minutes - it 

was an unforgivable lapse. Yet Dillon's mother Robyn has 

never blamed her husband: her own  secret guilt is burden 

enough. Now they're trying to move on. But their lives are 

turned upside down the day Harry sees an eight-year-old boy 

in the crowd... 

Burial Rites    Hannah Kent 

Set against Iceland's stark landscape, Hannah Kent brings to 

vivid life the story of Agnes, who, charged with the brutal 

murder of her former master, is sent to an isolated farm to 

await execution. Riveting and rich with lyricism, BURIAL RITES 

evokes a dramatic existence in a distant time and place, and 

asks the question, how can one woman hope to endure when 

her life depends upon the stories told by others? 
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The Collected Works of A.J. Fikry    Gabrielle Zevin 

This warm, gentle novel reads like a love letter to bookshops. It 

follows the life of A.J. Fikry, a man who is left as the sole owner 

of a small bookstore after his young wife tragically dies in a car 

accident. A.J. is drowning his sorrows in alcohol, alienating 

everyone in his life and doing a pretty bad job of running his 

business when an unexpected turn of events changes 

everything... 

The Crane Wife    Patrick Ness 

A magical novel, based on a Japanese folk tale, that imagines 

how the life of a broken-hearted man is transformed when he 

rescues an injured white crane that has landed in his backyard. 

A story of passion and sacrifice, that resonates on the level of 

dream and myth. It is a novel that celebrates the creative  

imagination, and the disruptive power of love. 

Cloudstreet    Tim Winton 

From separate catastrophes two rural families flee to the city 

and find themselves sharing a great, breathing, shuddering 

joint called Cloudstreet, where they begin their lives again 

from scratch. For twenty years they roister and rankle, laugh 

and curse until the roof over their heads becomes a home for 

their hearts.  

The Children Act    Ian McEwan 

Fiona Maye, a leading High Court judge, renowned for her 

fierce intelligence and sensitivity is called on to try an urgent 

case. For religious reasons, a seventeen-year-old boy is 

refusing the medical treatment that could save his life. Fiona 

must ultimately decide whether he lives or dies and her  

judgement will have momentous consequences for them both. 
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The Cuckoo’s Calling   Robert Galbraith 

A brilliant mystery in a classic vein: Detective Cormoran Strike 

investigates a supermodel's suicide. After losing his leg to a 

land mine in Afghanistan, Cormoran Strike is barely scraping by 

as a private  investigator.  You may think you know detectives, 

but you've never met one quite like Strike. You may think you 

know about the wealthy and famous, but you've never seen 

them under an investigation like this. 

Divergent    Veronica Roth 

Society is divided into five factions, each dedicated to the 

cultivation of a particular virtue. On an appointed day of every 

year, all sixteen-year-olds must select the faction. Tris makes a 

choice that surprises everyone, including herself. As unrest and 

growing conflict that threaten to unravel her seemingly perfect 

society, she learns that her secret might help her save those 

she loves... or it might destroy her. 

Dinner at Rose’s    Danielle Hawkins 

In the wake of an unfortunate best-friend-and-boyfriend-

caught-having-sex-in-a-chair incident, Jo Donnelly flees her civ-

ilised city life to take up a temporary job at the physiotherapy 

clinic in her small home town. Life would seem a bit grim if not 

for Jo's eccentric honorary Aunty Rose, who lives up the valley 

with her pet piglet, four dogs and two sheep.  

The Dressmaker    Rosalie Ham 

Sometime in the 1950s, Tilly Dunnage, a Paris couturier,  

returns to her home town of Dungatar having been expelled as 

a ten year old. Her intention is to visit her mad mother Molly 

then leave. Instead, she stays, colliding with her past and  

exacting revenge upon the people who pilloried her. When she 

does depart, she leaves behind a town ruined, and another 

past to flee.  
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Exit Wounds    John Cantwell 

The deeply human account of one man's tour of the War on 

Terror, the moving story of life on a modern battlefield: from 

the nightmare of cheating death in a field strewn with mines, 

to the utter despair of looking into the face of a dead soldier 

before sending his body home to his mother. Cantwell hid his 

post-traumatic stress disorder for decades, fearing it would 

affect his career. 

The Engagement    Chloe Hooper 

Liesel is a real estate agent in Melbourne where she meets  

Alexander. A certain frisson develops, and private viewings 

instead become the site of intimate (paid) rendezvous. On 

Liesel’s impending departure to the UK, the infatuated 

Alexander invites her to stay the weekend on his estate – but 

the final ‘dirty weekend’ becomes something much more 

sinister (or so it appears).  

Everybody Matters    Mary Robinson 

Mary Robinson has spent her life in pursuit of a fairer world. 

Now she reveals what lies behind the vision, strength and  

determination that has helped her to achieve so much for 

human rights around the globe. She describes the value of her 

upbringing and how she came into painful conflict with her 

parents - marrying against their wishes and, later, helping to 

legalise contraception in a deeply Catholic Ireland.  

The End of Your Life Book Club   Will Shwalbe 

Mary Anne is waiting for her chemotherapy treatments when 

Will casually asks her what she's reading. The conversation 

they have grows into tradition: soon they are reading the same 

books so they can have something to talk about in the hospital 

waiting room.  We hear their passion for reading and their love 

for each other in their intimate and searching discussions. 
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The Gallery of Vanished Husbands   Natasha Solomons 

Juliet Montague knew exactly what she wanted. She wanted to 

buy a refrigerator. But in a rash moment, Juliet commissions a 

portrait of herself instead. She has been closeted by her 

conservative Jewish community for too long, ever since her 

The Fault in Our Stars    John Green 

Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has bought 

her a few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, 

her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a 

gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears 

at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel’s story is about to be 

completely rewritten. 

Furiously Happy    Jenny Lawson 

Lawson describes her battles with depression and anxiety and 

her quest to overcome them by saying yes to even the 

absurdist opportunities. 'You can't experience pain without 

also experiencing the baffling and ridiculous moments of being 

fiercely, unapologetically, intensely and (above all) furiously 

happy...' It's a philosophy that has - quite literally - saved her 

life... 

The Girl on the Train    Paula Hawkins 

Rachel catches the same commuter train every morning. She 

knows it will wait at the same signal each time, overlooking a 

row of back gardens. She's even started to feel like she knows 

the people who live in one of the houses. 'Jess and Jason', she 

calls them. Their life - as she sees it - is perfect. And then she 

sees something shocking. It's only a minute until the train 

moves on, but it's enough. Now everything's changed. 
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Gone Girl    Gillian Flynn 

Calling Gone Girl a psychological thriller is an understatement. 

As revelation after revelation unfolds, it becomes clear that 

the truth does not exist in the middle of Nick and Amy's points 

of view; in fact, the truth is far more dark, more twisted, and 

more creepy than you can imagine.  

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet    Jamie Ford 

1986, The Panama Hotel has been boarded up for decades, 

but now the new owner has made a startling discovery:  

personal belongings stored away by Japanese families sent to 

interment camps during the Second World War. Among the 

fascinated crowd gathering outside the hotel, stands Henry 

Lee, and, as the owner unfurls a distinctive parasol, he is 

flooded by memories of his childhood and a long lost love. 

HHhH    Laurent Binet 

Operation Anthropoid, Prague, 1942: two Czechoslovakian 

parachutists sent on a daring mission by London to assassinate 

Reinhard Heydrich - chief of the Nazi  secret services. His boss 

is Heinrich Himmler but everyone in the SS says 'Himmler's  

brain is called Heydrich', which in German spells "HHhH". All 

the characters are real. All the events depicted are true. Told 

through the life of one outstandingly brutal man.  

High Sobriety: My Year Without Booze    Jill Stark 

Booze dominated Jill Stark’s social life from her first sip of beer 

at 13 through the age of 35, when, after a hangover, she made 

the decision to give up alcohol. This lively memoir charts Jill's                  

tumultuous year on the wagon as she tackles the dating scene 

on soda water, learns to watch football without beer, and deals 

with censure from friends and colleagues.  
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I Am Malala    Malala Yousafzai 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, 

one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and 

fought for her right to an education. When she was fifteen she 

was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus 

home from school. Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her 

on an extraordinary journey and at sixteen became the  

youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize. 

The Light Between Oceans    M.L. Stedman 

Tom takes a job as the lighthouse keeper on Janus Rock. To this 

isolated island, where the supply boat comes once a season, 

Tom brings a young wife, Isabel. Years later, after two 

miscarriages and one stillbirth, the grieving Isabel hears a 

baby’s cries. A boat has washed up onshore carrying a dead 

man and a living baby. Tom wants to report the man and infant 

immediately. But Isabel insists the baby is a “gift from God”.  

The Language of Flowers    Vanessa Diffenbaugh 

After a childhood spent in the foster-care system, Victoria 

Jones is unable to get close to anybody, and her only 

connection to the world is through flowers and their  

meanings. Now eighteen and emancipated from the system 

with nowhere to go, Victoria realizes she has a gift for helping 

others through the flowers she chooses for them... 

The Invention of wings    Sue Monk Kidd 

Sarah Grimke is the middle daughter. The one her mother calls 

difficult and her father calls remarkable. On Sarah's eleventh 

birthday, Hetty 'Handful' Grimke is taken from the slave  

quarters she shares with her mother, wrapped in lavender  

ribbons, and presented to Sarah as a gift. Sarah knows what 

she does next will unleash a world of trouble. 
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The Man in the Grey Flannel Suit    Sloan Wilson 

Tom and Betsy Rath, a young couple three healthy children, a 

nice home and a steady income. They have every reason to be 

happy, but for some reason they are not. Trapped in the 

corporate rat race, Tom encounters something that will propel 

him on a life-changing voyage of self-discovery.  

Miles Franklin Award Winners 

Australia’s most prestigious literary award was 

established through the will of the writer Stella Miles 

Franklin, best known for her novel My Brilliant Career. 

Includes: 

1901: My Brilliant Career by Stella Miles Franklin 

2012 Winner: All That I Am by Anna Funder 

2011 Winner: That Deadman Dance by Kim Scott 

The Martian    Andy Weir 

I'm stranded on Mars. I have no way to communicate with 

Earth. I'm in a Habitat designed to last 31 days. If the 

Oxygenator breaks down, I'll suffocate. If the Water Reclaimer 

breaks down, I'll die of thirst. If the Hab breaches, I'll just kind 

of explode. If none of those things happen, I'll eventually run 

out of food and starve to death. So yeah. I'm screwed.. 

Mixed set - Resilience 
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The Nightingale    Kristin Hannah 

The stories of two sisters, separated by years and experience, 

by ideals, passion and circumstance, each embarking on her 

own dangerous path toward survival, love, and freedom in 

German-occupied, war-torn France. A heartbreakingly 

beautiful novel that celebrates the resilience of the human 

spirit. 

The Narrow Road to the Deep North 

Richard Flanagan 

August, 1943. In the despair of a Japanese POW camp on the 

Thai-Burma death railway, Australian surgeon Dorrigo Evans is 

haunted by his love affair with his uncle's young wife two years 

earlier. Struggling to save the men under his command from 

starvation, from cholera, from beatings, he receives a letter 

that will change his life forever. 

Mystery Box 

Here is your chance to NOT judge a book by it’s cover!  

12 copies of one book wrapped in brown paper with its 

contents revealed and judgements formed as you read. 

The Night Circus    Erin Morgenstern 

A magical love story and a story about the love of magic, set in 

a fantastical circus in the late nineteenth century where two 

magicians battle for supremacy. Open only at night, 

constructed entirely in black and white, the Cirque des Reves 

delights all who wander its circular paths and warm 

themselves at its bonfire.  
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The Other Hand    Chris Cleave 

2007: A Nigerian refugee calling herself Little Bee has just 

emerged from an immigration detention centre in Essex. Little 

Bee has nowhere else to turn and Sarah has her reasons for 

letting the girl stay. Despite every conceivable difference in 

background and experience, Sarah and Little Bee must save 

themselves, and each other, from the cruelties of life.  

Room    Emma Donoghue 

In many ways, Jack is a typical 5-year-old. But Jack is different 

in a big way - he has lived his entire life in a single room, 

sharing the tiny space with only his mother and an unnerving 

nighttime visitor known as Old Nick. For Jack, Room is the only 

world he knows, but for Ma, it is a prison in which she has 

tried to craft a normal life for her son. 

Pushing the Limits    Kurt Fearnley 

The boy from Carcoar was raised to believe he could do 

anything. At fifteen, he won his first medal. Then he 

conquered the world, winning three Paralympic gold medals, 

seven world championships and more than 35 marathons. A 

world-beater in and out of his wheelchair, Kurt is a true 

Australian champion. 

Reckoning    Magda Szubanski 

In this extraordinary memoir, Magda describes her journey of 

self-discovery from a suburban childhood, haunted by the 

demons of her father's espionage activities in wartime Poland 

and by her secret awareness of her sexuality, to the complex 

dramas of adulthood and her need to find out the truth about 

herself and her family. 
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Sapphire Skies    Belinda Alexandra 

A love bigger than a war. A beautiful woman lost. A mystery 

unsolved... until now. 2000: The wreckage of a downed WWII 

fighter plane is discovered in the forests near Russia's 

Ukrainian border. The aircraft belonged to Natalya Azarova, 

ace pilot and pin-up girl for Soviet propaganda. Her lover, 

Valentin Orlov refuses to believe it.  

The Rosie Project    Graeme Simsion 

Meet Don Tillman, a brilliant yet socially challenged professor 

of genetics, who’s decided it’s time he found a wife. And so, in 

the orderly, evidence-based manner with which Don 

approaches all things, he designs the Wife Project to find his 

perfect partner: a sixteen-page, scientifically valid survey to 

filter out the drinkers, the smokers, the late arrivers.             

Ruby Moonlight    Ali Cobby Eckermann 

A novel of the impact of colonisation in mid north South 

Australia around 1880. Ruby, refugee of a massacre, shelters in 

the woods where she befriends an Irishman trapper. The 

poems convey how fear of discovery is overcome by the need 

for human contact, which, in a tense unravelling of events, is 

forcibly challenged by an Aboriginal lawman.  

Salt Creek    Lucy Treloar 

Salt Creek, 1855, lies at the far reaches of the remote, 

beautiful and inhospitable coastal region, the Coorong, in the 

new province of South Australia. The area, just opened to 

graziers willing to chance their luck, becomes home to Stanton 

Finch and his large family, including fifteen-year-old Hester 

Finch. 
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Scottsboro    Ellen Feldman 

Alabama, 1931. A posse stops a freight train and arrests nine 

black youths, ranging in age from thirteen to nineteen. Their 

crime: fighting with white boys. Then two white girls, dressed 

in men’s overalls, emerge from another freight car. Though 

they show no signs of abuse, fast as anyone can say Jim Crow, 

the cry of rape goes up.   

The Snow Child    Eowyn Ivey 

Alaska, 1920: a brutal place to homestead, and especially 

tough for recent arrivals Jack and Mabel. Childless, they are 

drifting apart. In a moment of levity during the season's first 

snowfall, they build a child out of snow. The next morning the 

snow child is gone — but they glimpse a young, blonde-haired 

girl running through the trees...  

The Secret Scripture    Sebastian Barry 

Nearing her 100th birthday, Roseanne McNulty faces an 

uncertain future, as the Roscommon Regional Mental hospital 

where she's spent the best part of her adult life prepares for 

closure. Roseanne's story becomes an alternative, secret 

history of Ireland's changing character and the story of a life 

blighted by terrible mistreatment and ignorance, and yet 

marked still by love and passion and hope. 

The Secret Chord    Geraldine Brooks 

1000 BC. The Second Iron Age. The time of King David. 

Anointed as the chosen one when just a young shepherd boy, 

David will rise to be king, grasping the throne and establishing 

his empire. But his journey is a tumultuous one and the 

consequences of his choices will resound for generations. 
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The Tournament    Matthew Reilly 

The year is 1546. Suleiman the Magnificent, issues an 

invitation to every king in Europe: “You are invited to send 

your finest player to compete in a chess tournament to 

determine the champion of the known world”. The English 

delegation - led by esteemed scholar Roger Ascham and his 

pupil, Bess, bear witness to events never thought possible.  

The Taliban Cricket Club    Timeri N. Murari 

Who knew that in the battle against oppression a woman's 

greatest weapon would be a cricket ball? A determined young 

woman's plan to escape from Taliban-ruled Afghanistan (and a 

cruel Taliban commander who is determined to marry her)  

depends on the outcome of an unusual cricket match. 

Uprooted    Naomi Novik 

Agnieszka loves her valley home, her quiet village, the forests 

and the bright shining river. But the corrupted wood stands on 

the border, full of malevolent power, and its shadow lies over 

her life. Her people rely on the cold, ambitious wizard, known 

only as the Dragon, to keep the wood's powers at bay. But he 

demands a terrible price for his help... 

We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves 

   Karen Joy Fowler 

Rosemary is now an only child, but she used to have a sister 

the same age as her, and an older brother. Both are now gone 

- vanished from her life. There's something unique about 

Rosemary's sister, Fern. So now she's telling her story; a 

looping narrative that begins towards the end, and then goes 

back to the beginning. Twice. 


